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Ross focus, and by this the equilibrium of the rock-
masses was almost completely restored; for we have
no certain evidence of any further movements until
seven months have elapsed (July igth, 1897), when
there was a final slip in the same region of the fault

THE INVERNESS EARTHQUAKE OF SEPTEMBER l8TH,
I9OI.

Between the north-east end of Loch Ness and the
Moray Firth at Inverness, there lies a tract of land
not more than seven miles in length, which is notable
as one of those most frequently shaken by earth-
quakes in the British Islands. In the intensity of its
shocks it is inferior to the south-east of Essex and
the centre of Herefordshire, and, in mere number, to
the celebrated village of Comrie in Perthshire. But,
in the interest of its seismic phenomena, in the light
which they cast on the development of the earth's
crust, the neighbourhood of Inverness has no equal in
Great Britain, and not many superiors in any part of
the world.

For this importance from a seismological point of
view, the district is indebted to the great fault which
traverses Scotland along the line of the Caledonian
Canal, and to the fact that this fault, although it dates
from Old Red Sandstone times, has not yet finished
growing. As results of its formation, we have the
almost straight cliff along the south-east coast of Ross-
shire, and the long chain of lakes, beginning with
Loch Dochfour and Loch Ness, and ending with
Loch Oich, Loch Lochy, and Loch Linnhe. As
evidences of its persistent though intermittent growth,
we have the slight tremors and earth-sounds occa-